Able was low on money and short on credit, so he borrowed money from a loan shark who
was associated with organized crime. When Able failed to meet the repayment deadline,
the loan shark told Able he had one more day to come up with the money or Able would
find it “very, very painful.”

Frightened and desperate, Able decided to break into the home of Rich and steal a
collection of valuable antique coins. (Able had done some carpentry jobs for Rich on
occasion, so he was familiar with his home.) Able knew that the coin collection was kept
in a safe in a small room in Rich’s home, so he asked Baker to help him with the heist.
Baker was a master welderand Able knew Baker’s skills would come in handy if they were
to steal the coins. Baker agreed and brought a blowtorch with him that night. Able and
Baker easily gained entry to the house by cutting a hole in the back door and entered
through the hole. They quickly disabled the alarm system and then Baker went to work on
the safe with his blowtorch. They had nearly gotten the safe open when Able knocked over
the blowtorch. It ignited some curtains nearby and the fire quickly spread. Soon the whole
structure was ablaze. Able and Baker fled without having taken anything.

Sam and Carol lived next doorto Rich and the fire soon jJumped from Rich’s home to their
residence. Carol woke up, smelled the smoke, and ran into the living room. Her husband,
Sam, was sleeping on the couch. Carol was very angry with Sam. He had told her earlier
that evening that he wanted a divorce and Carol now saw a chance for revenge. Carol ran
from the burning house, leaving him asleep on the couch. By the time Sam awoke, the
house was full of flames and heavy dark smoke. He tried to exit the house, but was quickly
overcome by the fire and died.

What crimes, if any, have been committed by Able, Baker, and Carol, and what defenses
should each assert? Discuss.



